
EPISCOPAL RECORDS 
with particular relation to the diocese 

of Lincoln and archdeaconry of Leicester. 

by 
JOAN VARLEY 

In preparing to write a guide to a parish church the existence of episcopal 
records should not be forgotten. Perhaps this sounds a truism, but there are 
those who deal with such matters without consulting episcopal records. On 
the other hand, there are those whose expectations of what may be obtained 
from diocesan records are undoubtedly pitched too high. In view of the 
many enquiries which come to Lincoln, not necessarily on writing a parish 
guide but on various topics of parish history, I sometimes think that the 
one thing remembered in connection with some parishes is that they were 
formerly in the diocese of Lincoln, and that these enquiries could far 
better be directed to custodians of the records of the diocese to which they 
subsequently belonged, to custodians of the records of the archdeaconry to 
which they belong or, in many cases, in the first instance, to the local county 
archivist. This applies particularly in a diocese like Lincoln, which con
sisted of eight archdeaconries before the changes made in the reign of Henry 
VIII, and of six archdeaconries until the late eighteen-thirties. Custom, 
the delegation of powers by the bishop, and the activities of the bishops' 
commissaries, working locally in an archdeaconry, produced a relatively 
rich crop of archidiaconal records and of records kept archidiaconally, 
although in their origin episcopal. Leicester is particularly fortunate, both 
in its archidiaconal records and in the excellence of the published guide to 
them. r In spite of all this there are certain topics for which episcopal 
records are authoritative, and many others for which they may be supple
mentary. It is also true that these records, especially to the accomplished 
medievalist, might be an immense store from which, by patient and long
term study, much curious and interesting information might be obtained. It 
is necessary for the purposes of writing a church guide not to set hopes too 
high, and to realize that these records may to some degree be marginal, and 
their yield slight. 

In pursuit of a practical approach to the matter of writing a guide I 
propose to proceed mainly by topic rather than by a description of the 
episcopal records as such, and to enlarge on their nature in so far as 
certain subjects require. Enquirers often wish, first of all, to know when 
the church was consecrated, first built, and later, perhaps, rebuilt and 
altered. Now the parochial system in England is ancient, going back far 
beyond the date of the earliest diocesan records. In consequence it cannot 
be expected that the consecration of most parish churches should be found 
recorded in them. There has been some change in the layout of parishes in 
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relation to population growth, land drainage and enclosure and other 
modifications in the status of some churches and benefices, but it is roughly 
true to say that the records of a dated consecration are likely to be found 
only for new churches in parishes or districts created mainly since the 
beginning of the _nineteenth century. You may have been told of the 
archidiaconal files regarding some of these. There are also some at 
Lincoln, and the possibility of others among the Peterborough records after 
1839. Here is a Lincoln example for Woodhouse in 1837, for which there 
exists a sentence of consecration referring to the act for the enclosure of 
Charnwood Forest with its provision for places of worship, detailing land 
allotted to this chapel, giving the measurements of the chapel as 72 feet in 
length and 26 feet in width, mentioning the sources of funds for building, 
mentioning also the provision of pews and all things necessary for the 
performance of divine worship, "now in all respects fit and ready for 
consecration by the name of St. Paul".2 With the sentence of consecration 
and the petition OFl which it is based may be memoranda, which record 
briefly the order of proceeding, and in the case of Woodhouse the fact that 
the bishop preached on Matthe..y 9 verse 36 But when he saw the multi
tudes. These consecration papers may sometimes include title deeds for the 
site. 

The reference to St. Paul, in the Woodhouse consecration, leads on to 
another topic, that of the church dedication, and here the evidence of 
diocesan records is very scanty. In the absence of records of consecration 
of the churches of ancient parishes, already mentioned, there is nothing to 
show the original dedication. In the records of institutions of the clergy 
to their benefices, which the bishops' registrars and their clerks seem to 
have kept systematically, they seem, not unnaturally in view of the arduous 
and non-mechanized nature of their labours, to have been unwilling to 
write unnecessary words and therefore to have written simply the church 
of such and such a place, without mentioning its dedication in their entries 
for places having only one church. There are a few exceptions, which have 
been noted in the manuscript index to institutions compiled by the late 
Canon C. W. Foster for the medieval registers. For Leicestershire there 
are only ten dedications for parish churches thus mentioned, together with 
about fourteen others for chapels and chantries. Sometimes when church 
dedications appear to have been altered during the centuries it might be 
thought that some reference to the reason for this might appear, but the 
nearest thing to this I have noticed is an example in 1410 of changing the 
day for the celebration of the dedication, at Colsterworth, Lincolnshire, 
held in the month of August, to the Sunday next after the festival of the 
Decollation of Saint John the Baptist, which would usually fall in early 
September, apparently for some reason in connection with the harvest, and 
this suggests that patronal feasts were not regarded as immutable.3 This, 
by the way, is an example of the selective information entered in the so
called memoranda registers of the bishops in the Middle Ages. It is not to 
be supposed that the bishop necessarily took cognizance of, still less that his 
registrar wrote down, every occasion on which a parish feast was altered. 
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Disappointed of help regarding the origins of ancient parish churches, 
is there better hope regarding information on changes in the fabric, altera
tions or rebuilding? Sometimes entries in the bishops' memoranda registers 
suggest possible clues. For example Bishop Repingdon's registers, already 
quoted regarding the change of celebration of a dedication, has an entry, 
also for 1410, concerning the promise of an indulgence of forty days to all 
those contributing to the fabric of the parish church of Enderby, or, for 
the ornaments of the same.4 Indulgences were unlikely to be granted for 
minor repairs, so this might suggest a date for some considerable work on 
the fabric , Possibly nothing would show in the fabric today, as it appears, 
from Kelly's Directory, that Enderby Church was largely rebuilt in the 
nineteenth century. In referring to episcopal records as an immense store 
of potential information I had in mind this problem of these vast registers, 
for the most part unpublished, beautifully written, but with either no 
indexes or the most minimal ones, and little classified arrangement, so 
that they are really a .closed book to all but skilled medievalists, or to those 
who are to make their study a long-term and persistent occupation and to 
acquire the necessary skill. 

Records regarding the inspections of churches, the presentments at 
visitations and the proceedings at courts are to be found in the Leicester City 
Archive Office among the archdeaconry records, and these might occasion
ally have significance in regard to the church fabric. It is not always easy 
to know how far these are significant. Considering how often churches were 
described as ruinous, it must be thought that this word only really meant 
somewhat out-of-repair. I suppose the archdeacons were really principally 
concerned with seeing that the buildings were sound enough for use. The 
bishop visiting in person or by .his commissary also took a hand from time to 
time. There are therefore a number of episcopal visitation books covering 
the Leicester archdeaconry from the fifteenth to the early-seventeenth 
centuries. These have not the vast formless bulk of the medieval memor
anda registers, but as they are the rough notebooks of the registrars, they 
are sometimes extremely difficult to read, scribbled in a difficult hand, the 
Latin contractions following somewhat arbitrary rules at the whim of the 
writer. An example of a presentation regarding church fabric is at Dalby 
Magna in I 509, where the parishioners found that the chancel was defective 
in three windows and a corner at the east end and in the doors between the 
chancel and the church.s At Croxton the windows of the chancel especially 
over the high altar were badly broken.6 These examples are from an 
unedited visitation book but further examples in print of the kind of 
presentations at episcopal visitations may be seen in the two volumes of 
diocesan visitations published by the Lincoln Record Society and noted in 
the list of books. There is sometimes a statement as to who is responsible 
for the upkeep of nave or chancel, and such persons are enjoined to put 
right what is wrong. 
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There is another type of record, not found before the middle of the 
seventeenth century, the granting of a licence or faculty, following a peti
tion from the parish, for any change in the structure of a church, from a 
complete rebuilding to items such as a stained glass window or a grave 
space. The archdeaconry records are very rich in these faculties, and 
contain no less than 246 between 1668 and 1841. There are also 
series of faculties at Lincoln for the whole diocese handled by the bishop, 
although not nearly as many for Leicester parishes as in the archdeaconry 
records, and it is also probable that after 1839 there will, likewise, be faculties 
in the episcopal records of the Peterborough diocese. The search to find all 
possible faculties is a worthwhile one, for they are the most specific 
of all the evidence in the episcopal and archdeaconry records for dated 
changes of structure or ornamentation of churches. It must also not 
be forgotten that, it would appear, in the past, as in the present, 
there were parishes where people took a chance on getting by without 
faculties, so that all known changes are not so documented. There 
is an interesting example for a church that has now virtually disappeared, 
namely that of St. Mary-in-Arden, Market Harborough. A commission 
was appointed by the bishop in 1693 to report on that church which 
was said to be in utter ruin, funds left for the repair of the church 
having been diverted to other purposes. Funds raised by a collection for 
the repaire of the said church authorized by letters patent but the money 
collected was for the most part imbezilled and all the persons who had 
collected or had to do with the money are dead except one who is surviving 
and hath in his hand . .. about tenne pounds. By discourse with able and 
honest artificers we find the charge of building an isle of forty two foot 
long and eighteen foot broad within the walls will amount to two hundred 
and forty three pounds. Henry Dormer, surveyor, showed how the sum 
was made up. The accounts show that the job was done for £!64 15s. 6d., 
from which was deducted £!61 14s. 10d. received from the sale of old 
materials. It was clearly a cheap job, and it has not lasted. 

With these papers is a later petition, dated 1751, which is presumably 
for the now parish church of Market Harborough for new flooring the 
chapell and making new pews in the place of the old ones which are in a 
most ruinous condition . .. for making a new pulpitt seat and desk for the 
minister and clerk and placing them at the upper end of the middle isle 
of the chapell.7 

Another class of records exists at Lincoln from the early 1830s: 
the petitions for licence to hold divine service, consisting of temporary 
licences to hold services in schoolrooms or elsewhere while a church was 
closed for repairs, of more permanent licences for the use of certain 
buildings as chapels, or of licences merely for new buildings pending their 
consecration. In the last class is, for example, a petition for a licence for 
Hinckley chapel, 1838.8 Here again later examples may be found among 
the Peterborough diocesan records. 
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Also useful are glebe terriers, documents which were episcopal in 
origin, which were prepared for the episcopal visitations, which at some 
periods seem to have been taken to Lincoln, and at other times were filed 
in the archdeaconries by the bishops' commissaries. The series at Lincoln 
has a longer date range, there being some for years from the early seven
teenth century to the 1820s or even later, whereas the archdeaconry 
terriers are mainly between the years 1674 and 1724. Terriers are docu
ments describing land, but the instructions of Bishop Wake in 1708 - 9, 
and the practice in the 1820s produced also information about other aspects 
of the parish and benefice. In the 1708 - 9 period information was asked 
for regarding the furnishing of the churches. 

ASTON FLAM VILLE: In the church is a cushion for the 
pulpit, a font, a surplice, a carpet for the communion table, a 
table cloth at the time of communion and a napkin, a silver cup 
for the wine with a silver cover to it, a chest in the chancell with 
locks and keyes, a great bible, two common prayer bookes, two 
bells. The repaires of the church and church yard fences are done 
at the charge of the parishioners.9 
BARKBY: There belong to the parish ... a communion table, a 
green cloth carpet for the same, a Holland table cloth, a Damask 
napkin, a silver cup and cover weighing seventeen ounces, a 
fiagon, bason and plate of pewter, a coffer with three locks and 
keys, a surplice, Bishop Jewell's Book . .. a book of Canons 1604, 
a bier and black bier cloth, a desk and pulpit, a cushion for the 
same of green cloth, a box for alms with one lock and key a large 
bible of the newest translation, one common prayer book in folio 
and another new one in quarto, a font of stone lined with lead, a 
table of the degrees wherein marriage is prohibited, and five bells. 

The chancel is repaired by Thomas Pochin esq. impropriator, 
the church and porch by the inhabitants and land holders in 
Barkby Barkby Thorpe Hambleton and the north end of Thur
maston. The church is covered with lead and the porch with 
slates.10 

As a change from this example of formal detail, here is an item 
discovered among correspondence received by Bishop Kaye, a most 
valuable series of letters with some draft replies. These letters, as often 
happened with the bishop's correspondence, had been kept by his family, 
who decided years after the bishop's death to hand them over to the 
bishop's registrar of the time. There are various bundles for different 
topics and a number of bundles for each archdeaconry. Here is one : 

Lincoln, 10 Deer. 1829 
As it is always best when anything is to be done, to apply to the 
fountain head of that power which is to execute it, Lady Thomp
son, widow of Vice-Admiral Sir Charles Thompson baronet, 
presents her compliments to the Lord Bishop of Lincoln, and 
takes the liberty of, drawing his lordship's attention to the present 
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state of the church at Stoke Golding which has come to Lady 
Thompson's knowledge by a relative of hers going to reside, a 
twelvemonth ago, with Mrs . White at Stoke Hall. 

Miss Barton has been accustomed to London churches and the 
state of Stoke Golding is a matter of daily lamentation to her; she 
is advanced in life, and tho' it will be a matter of no moment to 
her when she has exchanged her present state of existence for a 
better, yet whilst in the body, she does not feel that she should 
like to be buried in Stoke Golding churchyard whilst things there 
remain as they are at present. 

Lady Thompson visited Stoke Golding on the 20th of last 
month, and looked at the church, the inside of which was in a 
very neglected state. It is a beautiful small Gothic building, it 
had once painted glass windows but under the pretext of their 
being cleaned they were taken away and now ornament some 
other building. 

The letter concludes with an extract from a charge of the bishop of 
Winchester to his clergy and her own observation That if it is satisfactory 
to the mind of man to erect churches to the honor and glory of God it 
must also be gratifying when erected to keep them in good order. 

The bishop, in his draft reply, mentioned that the bishop of Winchester 
would have conferred an additional obligation on his clergy if he could 
have told them how they could keep churches in repair where the parish
ioners refuse to levy a rate. But he also took the matter up with a former 
vicar of Hinckley, of which Stoke Golding was. then a chapelry, who 
replied in January, 1830. 

the windows were so much broken that it was necessary to hav~ 
new lead and glass consequently the pieces of old stained glass 
were removed. I therefore desired, instead of the glazier taking 
it, that it might be packed in a box and sent to me (at Staunton 
Hall) where it now is in the same state as it came from Stoke of 
little value to anyone being much broken and corroded by time. 
If however it is your lordships wish that it should be returned to 
the parish I will immediately direct it to be done." 

Another item of Bishop Kaye's correspondence concerns lbstock, 
where Spencer Madan, son of the bishop of Peterborough of the same 
name, had been rector for 50 years. During his time there he had put up a 
memorial in the chancel to a servant of his family. Archdeacon Goddard, 
feeling perhaps that it was riot in keeping with or suitable to the position 
in which it was placed, caused part of the inscription to be obliterated by 
white paint. A third Spencer Madan, son of the old rector, wrote in 1838 
to the bishop to complain at this violation of the monument soon after the 
old rector's death. As so often happens, we have not got the end of this 
story but perhaps the parishioners of Ibstock know it. The bishop, and 
who can blame him, sat on the fence by pointing out that there was no 
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evidence that the inscription had been authorised by faculty by the bishop 
at the time of erection, and that he was not going to interfere between the 
archdeacon and the Madan family. Here is the beginning of the inscrip
tion: 

Reader respect the memory of Sarah Jackson, an invaluable 
servant, a sincere christian, distinguished, beyond wealth and 
titles by the dignity of worth. Let her remind you that an 
humble station may exercise the highest virtues; and that a well
earned pittance of earthly wages may prove the richest treasure 
in heaven. She lived during twenty years in the family of the 
Revd. Spencer Madan by whom this marble is affectionately 
inscribed in token of regret, esteem and gratitude. 

The archdeacon seemed to think that the above was plenty, for he 
caused to be painted over what followed: 

A servant - no - an unassuming friend 
Sinks to the tomb in Sally's mournful end 
Peace, honest Sally, to a soul that knew 
No deed unfaithful and no word untrue 
Thrice happy they whose mortal labours done 
May lead like thine from service to a throne 
Go - claim the promise of thy chosen part 
In zeal a Martha - with a Mary's heart. 12 

Before leaving the subject of the fabric of the church it should be 
mentioned that sometimes sentences of consecration and faculties were 
copied into the bishops' registers. There was nothing very systematic 
about this, but it gives another possible source, which can be checked in 
a kind of classified index which most of the eighteenth- and nineteenth
century registers have. I quote this example of the petition for the 
consecration of a cemetery in 1718 for the chapel of Burton Lazars, a 
hamlet of Melton Mowbray. 

We are obliged to carry our dead to the said parish church of 
Melton for the interment of them which especially in the winter 
season is a very great inconvenience and has in the carriage of 
our corpses been often attended with a variety of ill consequen
ces.13 

Having aroused our curiosity, the parishioners refrain from giving any 
specific details. 

It may be putting the cart before the horse to have spoken on the 
church before dealing with the benefice. Certainly in any church guide the 
nature of the benefice and any changes in it should be mentioned as these 
may be an important part of the church's story, and may help to determine 
what records may survive. The parish often thought of as typical, where 
the rector is presented by the patron to the bishop and is instituted to the 
church, being given full control of its revenues, glebe and tithe, is not of 
universal occurrence. There are also the benefices where parts of the 
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revenue, particularly the greater tithes were appropriated, the clergyman 
being presented to the bishop as vicar. The origin of anciently-established 
vicarages came through certain patrons giving churches to monasteries. 
These monasteries, their abbots or priors and convents wishing to raise 
more revenue from the churches than could be obtained from the sale of the 
next presentation to the benefice, took over the income from the churches, 
and put in a stipendiary clerk to take charge. In some cases bishops, 
fearing the neglect of the parish church and parishioners by this arrange
ment, managed to enforce what was called the ordination of a vicarage, 
in which an agreement was reached as to what was to be had by the 
religious house and vicar respectively. Many of these ordinations occurred 
in the thirteenth and fourteenth centuries although there were occasional 
ones throughout the medieval period. Here is the translation of part of 
a Leicestershire example : 

BARROW-ON-SOAR: William of Hungarton chaplain was 
presented by the abbot and convent of Leicester to the vicarage 
of the church. The vicarage consists in half of all the income 
belonging to the altar of the church and in the third part of all 
the tithes of the sheaves of Barrow with a house in the same 
between the demesne court of the canons and the cemetery also 
a house in Quorn belonging to the chapel there.r4 This was 
during the year 1227 - 8. 

Churches completely taken over by religious houses, who supplied a 
clerk at their own discretion, no vicarage being ordained, were said to be 
appropriated to the religious houses, and a consequence of such appropria
tion was that the clergy were not presented for institution to the bishop, 
so that no institution records ensued, and no list of the incumbents can be 
made. Even after the Reformation such churches became the property 
of laymen, who purchased them from the king after he had taken them 
over as part of the monastic estates. These lay owners were known as 
impropriators. They could nominate clergy to these churches without 
necessarily presenting them to the bishop for institution, and the upkeep 
of the chancels and sometimes of the whole fabric devolved on them. 
Gradually some regulation of these parishes was achieved, and by the 
nineteenth century the clergy began to be presented regularly to the 
bishop, and to be instituted by him as perpetual curates with the courtesy 
title of vicar. Thus for a considerable number of modern vicarages of 
parishes, there are only institution records covering perhaps I 50 years or so, 
and, consequently, no possibility of the tracing in the diocesan records an 
unbroken succession of the clergy who have been incumbents, unlike the 
case of anciently-established vicarages or rectories. 

Then there are other benefices, now fully-fledged parishes, which were 
formerly chapels of hamlets forming part of an ecclesiastical parish, some
times being known as chapels-of-ease. Here again there was no separately 
instituted clerk for these chapelries until comparatively recent times, when 
their status may have been changed. Brief references to some ancient 
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chapelries occur for various reasons in bishop's registers, sometimes in 
regard to the ordination of vicarages where the vicar had to provide a 
clerk to serve them, but other chapels seem to have escaped record. Many, 
in fact most of them, did not have separate burial grounds, as we have seen 
in the case of Burton Lazars, but their dead had to be taken to the parish 
churchyard. They might not be licenced for marriages, nor keep separate 
registers from those of the mother church. Some chapels were known 
as proprietory chapels or donatives, and were completely in private 
hands. These as well as churches in the gift of deans and chapters 
or prebendaries, might be exempt from episcopal visitation and sometimes 
from archidiaconal visitation also. For numbers of parishes, therefore, 

, there may be no glebe terriers, no churchwardens' presentments, 
no entries in visitation books. It is therefore important to know about 
the status of a benefice, and any changes in it, in order to guard against 
the disappointment in finding that it does not feature to the normal extent, 
if at all at certain periods, in episcopal or archidiaconal records. I mention 
this in a cautionary way, but with some emphasis. I carried out an 
experiment by listing roughly all the chapelries I could find for Leicester
shire from occasional references in the index to institutions. Then I tried 
to trace what had happened to them later through a Kelly's directory of the 
nineteenth century and a recent Crockford. This method is not one of 
absolute exactitude, but there were at least one hundred chapels of one kind 
or another, some of which disappeared completely, others which have 
survived, sometimes becoming parish churches. I have the impression, 
although I did not take steps to prove it, that there is more of this in the 
parishes of the archdeaconry of Leicester than in some of the other 
archdeaconries. This may well lead to disappointment and a sense of being 
thwarted when the consequent absence of information in the episcopal 
records becomes apparent. I can only say do not blame the archivists, 
it is not their fault. 

The status of a parish or benefice may be checked by the wording of 
entries of institution, where these exist, in presentation deeds or by 
reference to the compilations known as diocese books or Specula, one of 
which for the Leicester deanery is in print.' s 

Another change in status is the union of benefices, which might or 
might not mean the disappearance of a church. Unions and groups of 
parishes are a feature of the present day, but they have by no means been 
unknown in the past. Sometimes one part of a united benefice is rep
resented by a lost village. Entries in bishops' registers of unions of some 
Lincolnshire benefices were used as evidence for the decay of parishes by 
a scholar working on lost or deserted villages in that county. There are on 
the other hand records of institutions throughout the Middle Ages to 
Knaptoft, although for practical purposes it was a lost village. There is a 
reference, also, to the chapel at Whatborough.16 Examples of later unions 
are of Saxby with Stapleford, 1821, and Roby with Rotherby 1823. 11 

Sources for unions may be entries in a bishop's register, bundles in an 
artificial series we have made at Lincoln called Benefice papers with a 
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number of different subject bundles in it, or separately filed bundles of 
unions and disunions. Some of these may well also be found among the 
Peterborough diocesan records. 

So far I have tried to give examples of records as sources relating to 
the church fabric and furnishings, to the churchyard (through consecrations 
and faculties), and to the character of the benefice and any changes in it 
that may have taken place. A guide to a church should not ignore the 
human element. There may be monumental inscriptions and memorials 
to former clergy and parishioners which would need some explanation. 
Some writers may decide to collect as much information as possible con
cerning the clergy - and if a list of incumbents is displayed in the 
church this becomes desirable. First as to the method of obtaining such 
a list. Unlike the memoranda items in a bishop's register, selective rather 
than complete records of the bishop's acts, the entries of institutions to 
benefices seem to have been as complete as the various registrars could 
make them, allowing for vacancies of the see, for occasional lapses and for 
losses of registers. It is from these entries that the lists of incumbents may 
be made. There exist already at Lincoln complete lists for about a dozen 
Leicestershire parishes and there are partial lists or notes for a number of 
others. There is no earlier entry than about 1220, and some parishes do 
not have any entry as early as that. Once started there is a fairly continuous 
flow throughout the medieval period (unless the parish is one of those 
chapelries or an appropriated church mentioned earlier). In the second 
half of the sixteenth century there are large gaps in the bishops' registers, 
and even more in the first half of the seventeenth century. These gaps have 
to be supplemented by presentation deeds from the patron, which may 
have the date of institution endorsed on them, resignation deeds, the 
Libri Cleri (books for clergy calls and the exhibition of orders) and 
subscription books. There are also from the sixteenth century, among the 
records at the Public Record Office, the records of payments for first 
fruits or returns of institutions made by bishops. Sometimes parish 
register transcripts will come to the rescue. From 1660 there is practically 
a continuous run of bishops' registers, self-indexed by parish. The form of 
entry changes from Latin to English in the 1730s but the same basic 
information is given. Here is a translation of one for Coston in 1294 : 

Henry de Bereford clerk presented in minor orders, by Thomas 
de Berkele kt. to the church of Coston, vacant by the death of 
Osbert de Bereford the last rector of the same, ordained sub
deacon and admitted, an enquiry having first been made by the 
official of the archdeacon of Leicester, at the Old Temple, 
London, he having sworn obedience in the accustomed form . 
The archdeacon or his official is to be written to and he · is to 
have letters patent of institution. ,9 

There might be other complications, especially when benefices were 
being exchanged between clergy in different dioceses. There was a terrific 
traffic in benefices by way of exchange in the late-fourteenth and fifteenth 
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centuries, usually, one imagines, of relatively poor ones used as make
weights to be held in plurality to the highest extent of value allowed. 
Even so, however short-lived these exchanges might be, they were 
recorded with the utmost care. The bishop of one diocese wrote to the 
bishop in another diocese, informing him of the proposed exchange, asking 
the second bishop to look into the matter to see if everything was in 
order, to take resignations and to institute both clerks. For some reason 
examples of these letters, including the letter of the first bishop asking 
the second to act, and the letter of reply from the second bishop to the 
first telling him that he has so acted, were, again and again, copied in 
full at Lincoln. Coming nearer the present day here is another Coston 
entry, in a simpler form and now in English: 

18 Sept. 1822 Charles Kipling, clerk, was admitted and in
stituted to the rectory of Coston void by the death of the last 
incumbent on the king's presentation in full right .19 

In the list of printed sources regarding episcopal records,20 you will 
see that · a number of bishops' registers are in print, from which institutions 
for certain periods could be obtained. There is also a bonus for parishes 
formerly in the gift of the abbey of St. Mary-of-the-Meadows, Leicester. 
Their incumbents during the medieval period have been set out by the late 
Professor Hamilton Thompson in his history of that abbey printed for the 
Leicestershire Archaeological Society (see Appendix V). 

Since the medieval registers have been indexed for institutions by 
place and not by person, it might be a long, weary business trying to work 
out the careers of incumbents who, in any case, might n::>t have spent all 
their lives in the Lincoln diocese. Some rectors and vicars were graduates 
of Oxford or Cambridge, and it is possible that their names and some 
particulars of their lives may be found in the biographical registers for 
those universities prepared by Dr. A. B. Emden (see Appendix V). The 
incumbent of a Lincolnshire parish was delighted to find from Dr. Emden's 
book that Henry de Sandwich, one of the four bishops empowered by 
Simon de Montfort to treat with Henry III, was first beneficed at Help
ringham, and retained that benefice until appointed bishop of London. 
I noticed in a list of incumbents for Medbourne that the first recorded 
was Nicholas de Breaute, brother of Falk, captain of mercenaries and 
favourite of King John. For later periods the printed Alumni of Foster 
and Venn (see Appendix V), may be used similarly to follow careers of the 
clergy. Nothing very exciting may result, and it is also worth remembering 
that, especially in the medieval period, it is probable that the more in
teresting characters did not actually reside on their country benefices. 
At a time when most literate persons were in holy orders, the need to 
provide the civil service of the time, the king's clerks, and to man the 
universities, could only be met by the practice of non-residence as there 
was no provision for other forms of income. Unfortunately it is impossible, 
so far as I know, systematically to find names of most of the parochial 
chaplains and curates who stayed at the parish doing duty for the absentees. 
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Their names may sometimes occur in charters as witnesses, trustees or 
scribes, or they may be named in wills, but these casual references take 
us away from diocesan records. Detailed study of ordination lists might 
sometimes show information of first curacies, but medieval ordination 
lists are unindexed, and the post-1660 lists are indexed, if at all, by person 
not by place. Only in the nineteenth century do separate and systematic 
records of curates, their nominations and licence begin to be kept. 

The series of books in which the clergy signed their declaration of 
belief in the articles of religion on being ordained priest or deacon, or 
on being instituted, do not usually add much additional information to 
that found in other records of institution, but at least one may see the 
signature of the clerk. Letters testimonial are a. group of letters testifying 
to the suitability of candidates in a fairly uniform formula, but they may 
have occasional extra information. Regular series of ordination papers, in 
which information regarding the candidates' baptism and parentage may 
sometimes be found, do not begin at Lincoln till 1820, when a separate 
ordination register began also to be kept. Some dioceses may be more 
fortunate in this regard. The Libri Cieri or exhibition books mentioned 
above, from the late sixteenth to the nineteenth century, may have a 
summary of information concerning an incumbent when he first shewed 
his orders and proofs of graduation at the first episcopal visitation after 
his institution to a living. This information may be very useful in 
identifying a man, especially when more than one with the same christian 
and surname seems to exist at the same date. From these books it is also 
sometimes possible to see where the incumbent resided, and anomalies like 
holding the benefice of one parish while living in another where he held a 
curacy may be noted. These records are compiled by deaneries, and are 
not too difficult to consult, but being hastily compiled on the spot (at the 
visitation to judge by their appearance) they may contain mistakes, such 
as wrong christian names and the like. Under a series of statutes in the 
nineteenth century a stricter regulation of residence was attempted and 
registers concerning the licences on non-residence that were granted began 
to be kept. Sometimes the licence was granted because there was no 
suitable house in the parish for the clerk to live in, but two Leicester 
examples noted were Stockerston, where the incumbent was a fellow of 
St. John's College, Cambridge, and allowed to reside there, and the 
incumbent of Beeby who was allowed to continue service as a naval 
chaplain. 22 

Presentations at visitations, court books and bishops' correspondence 
may give something about clergy from time to time. It must be re
membered that the notorious and wicked figure much more largely in these 
records than the virtuous quietly getting on with their jobs. 

Mention must be made of the wills in the County Record Office, and 
the inventories of goods for probate, which both for clergy and parish
ioners give insight into their material possessions and way of life. In the 
pre-1660 period some wills for Leicester and other archdeaconries were 
proved, and inventories handed in to the Lincoln consistory court. These 
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may be discovered from the printed indexes of wills proved at Lincoln, 
arranged alphabetically by personal name. A number of other classes of 
records may throw light on the clergyman's home. The ordination of a 
vicarage at Barrow-on-Soar mentioned the location of the vicarage house 
between the demense court of the canons of Leicester and the cemetery.2 3 

Glebe terriers for certain years, no doubt in response to instructions, give 
particulars about the parsonage house. The years which are best for this 
purpose among the terriers at Lincoln are the early years of the seventeenth 
century, the 1708 - 9 terriers already referred to in another connection, 
and the terriers of the 1820s. The site and structure are often described 
and changes in the house may be traced where there is a good succession of 
terriers. Here is a description of Humberstone's clergy house in 1613: 

The vicarage house of 4 bays, built of oke after the manner of 
post and panne, coved with strawe, thre bayes plaistered over 
and one boarded.2 4 

For Garthorpe in 1821 a copy was made of the 1708 terrier and a 

diary of building and alterations made betweeen 1672 and 1759 by two 
successive members of the Turner family, James and John, was given. 

1708 TERRIER: The Vicarage House contains 3 bays of 
building 2 whereof were partly repaired this last year. There are 
in them two chambers and one other small apartment; they are 
fioor'd with deal. Below there is a parlour with a mud fioor; and 
a house with a buttery fioored with Stone. The other bay is 
open to the roof with a mud fioor. The house is built mostly 
with Stone and thatch'd. There is a barn of 2 Bays built partly 
with stone partly with mortar, and thatched. 

The homes tall or homestead and house contain about two 
roods; it is bounded on the east with the highway, north and 
west with the parsonage yeard and ground, south with the church 
yard, east and north it is fenced with a quick hedge on the west 
with a low wall on the south with a wall from the gate to the 
barn. 

The diary was on these lines : 
1672 Mr. T urner built the great bay at the east end of the 
house as also the barn 
1706 Mr. Turner built the middle bay 
1707 He made partitions in the great chamber and also the 
partition in the entry and buttery below. He made the parlour 
chimney, there being an old tunnel he underdrew the chamber 
fioor over the parlour and 1·epaired also the roof of the barn quite 
round. 
1708 The said James Turner made a sink on the backside of 
the house and fioored the pai·lour with stones and underdrew 
the new chamber fioor. 
1710 He also rebuilt the farthest bay to the left and made all 
the convenienies (sic) therein, it being before not better than a 
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barn - and to get room for butteries he enlarged it by an outlet 
or lean toe having obtained of My Lord a yard or two of ground 
for that purpose.2 s 

So the record went on of further changes down to 1759 which give a most 
intimate history of the house. Such detail as the diary gives is not at all 
common but cumulatively the terriers may help to sort out the architectural 
history of a house. 

Another series of records devoted almost entirely to . parsonage houses 
are the mortgages under Gilbert's Acts of 17 and 21 George III, under 
which the clergy were allowed to seek help in rebuilding or modernising 
their houses by means of a mortgage arranged under the supervision and 
with the agreement of the bishop. With the copies of the mortgage deeds 
are often filed valuations of or reports on the benefice, called for by the 
bishop, plans and estimates for proposed work, accounts and vouchers for 
work done, correspondence and sometimes plans and elevations. Archi
tects may be named, and something of · their status and output may be 
obtained in some cases from Mr. Howard Colvin's Dictionary of British 
Architects (see Appendix V). Here is an example from Sproxton in 1794. 
William Mounsey the incumbent wrote that his predecessor Mr. Kitchin 
pulled down the old vicarage house (for which he had a faculty), and lived 
long enough to build something more than a shell of another upon a 
different situation. 

The chamber floors are run with plaster - a stone floor is laid 
down in the kitchen and another in the small parlour with two or 
three trifiing things done beside. He died insolvent. The ceilings, 
walls drawing, stair cases, doors, windows, passage floors, and a 
few other things were wanting. 

Richard Bartram was appointed to make a report and contributed a plan 
and elevation showing window and door spaces, a wall for fruit and to 
screen the necessary, a double quickfence to enclose the garden from the 
field, and plantations of trees to shelter the house which was much exposed. 
He had examined the vicarage house and found no part of it habitable. He 
made a detailed estimate for work to cost £129 6s. 2d. The vicar certified 
that the yearly income of the benefice was £64 5s. 10d. A book of accounts 
for the work then done shows a total of £213 8s. 3¾d.26 

These papers, which I believe are an episcopal series only, sometimes 
have charming elevations (sometimes in colour), and plans showing the 
use of rooms. They show as the years go by an increasing number of 
bedrooms, separate dining and drawing rooms, and the addition of a 
bookroom or study. There are fifty-two of them for Leicester parishes 
between 1780 and 1839, and later ones may have survived in the Peter
borough archives. Unfortunately, their being on a low shelf touching a 
damp floor for many years before they were taken over into the archive 
repository has caused some to be in bad condition, but others have survived 
surprisingly well. 
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Licences to schoolmasters are filed among the archdeaconry records . 
The episcopal records might sometimes supplement these, but the material 
is very scattered, and not kept systematically. Information may be sought 
in Libri Cleri, in the occasional nomination to the bishop among presenta
tion deeds, in occasional entries in the bishops' registers, or in another 
compilation where some faculties were registered. There are also some 
bundles of licences to and testimonials for schoolmasters, and some subscrip
tion books have subscriptions of schoolmasters. None of these series are very 
complete for schoolmasters, and some of them are unindexed. It must be 
remembered that many of the schoolmasters were also in orders, and might 
live where their school was rather than where they held a benefice. There is 
also a small series of bundles relating to schools, preserved with the diocesan 
records either because the bishop was the appointed visitor of the school 
or if some special problem at any time had been referred to him. No 
systematic or continuous record seems to have been kept of the bishops' 
activities in this matter. The schools may not necessarily have much 
connection with the parish church. Some Leicestershire examples are: for 
Appleby, a copy of the School Statutes, 1706, and a request to the bishop 
to nominate a schoolmaster in default of the governors, 1739;27 for 
Loughborough, a request to the bishop to approve new rules, of which a 
copy was sent, 1749;28 and for Shawell, a complaint of the governors' plan 
to sell estates, 1818, with a copy of the founder, John Elkington's will of 
1604. 2 9 The largest amount of material is for Market Bosworth consisting 
of letters and papers 1822 - 39.3° These include complaints that the 
headmaster was spending all his time on private pupils, copies of letter 
patent of Queen Elizabeth, copies of the Constitutions of 1630, a Chancery 
case paper of 1826 and a Plan or suggested Scheme of Studies in the form 
of a time-table. This laid down for the lower school four afternoons a 
week on writing, arithmetic and English grammar in addition to their 
lessons and exercises on Latin grammar, construing and repetition, their 
Greek grammar and exercises and their sense and nonsense verses. The 
upper school was to spend more time on Greek and Latin, but had some 
mathematics and writing. The lower school was to study the Catechism 
and the upper Greek Testament and theology. It is not clear that this 
plan was actually put into effect. At Appleby boys were supposed to 
assemble at school on Sundays from I April till I October, to attend 
church and to hear the sermon. Hours of school mentioned were from 6 
or 7 a.m. according to the season of the year, till 4 or 5 p.m. or even later. 
Market Bosworth had two afternoons free each week. At Appleby 
vacations at Christmas, Easter and Summer are specified. This is some
thing of a digression, but so often school records seem only to have material 
about property, and not about what went on in the schools, that it seemed 
worth mentioning these diocesan examples. There is occasionally informa
tion about schools in the glebe terriers. There is a terrier for Gilmorton, 
1821, which has mention of a free school founded in 1774, a house and £10 
per annum for the master.3 1 
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Patrons, especially if they were local persons, might have a more 
intimate connection with the church than schoolmasters. The record of 
institutions to benefices name them. The series of presentation deeds from 
the late fifteenth century may have their signatures and seals surviving. 
Churchwardens' presentments survive for some episcopal visitations. The 
rank-and-file of parishioners tend to feature in episcopal records mainly if 
they were in trouble, being presented at visitations or dealt with in the 
bishops' courts for misdemeanours committed by them. 

A few suggestions on how to make the best use of the diocesan records 
may, in conclusion, be set out. First it would be wise to use anything in 
print, especially the volumes of the Lincoln Record Society both for the 
information they give and also to gain experience in the type of record, 
uncomplicated by the problems of handwriting. Then, for many topics, 
the parish records and the archdeaconry records should first be consulted, 
as they are nearer at hand and for some classes fuller and more continuous. 
This applies in the case of archdeaconry records to faculties, consecrations, 
visitation and court proceedings. It should be remembered that bishops' 
registers, institution and related records, terriers for certain years, mort
gages under Gilbert's Acts and some other classes, mentioned above, 
will not be found except in diocesan records. Those wishing to come to 
work on the diocesan records at Lincoln or indeed elsewhere, should give 
notice of an intended visit and of the source material it is intended to work 
on. Advanced notice means that something can be ready for the reader to 
work on, and due thought can be given to his requirements. In the 
Lincolnshire Archives Office there are parish cards on to which certain 
types of documents have been indexed. Other kinds of documents may 
have their own indexes, or may be arranged in order by deaneries. Most 
eighteenth and nineteenth century documents should be legible without any 
special training or experience but earlier documents, even if written in 
English, will need persistance and practice in reading the handwriting, and 
guidance should be sought from some of the books on handwriting noted 
in the Appendix. It should be remembered that the first principle in 
reading documents is that each letter should be read separately in order 
that accurate reading may be ensured, (unlike reading a printed book where 
a whole word is usually taken in, so to speak, at a gulp). It is a good idea 
to collect different forms of letters and build oneself a kind of alphabet, 
and to note down forms of abbreviation. 

Documents in medieval Latin present both palaeographical and 
language difficulties, and they may do that to archivists, also, who clo not 
necessarily spend their whole time on such records. If you have a grounding 
in classical Latin you will be appalled at the barbarism and strange attitude 
to rules often shewn, not to mention the differences in meaning in medieval 
ecclesiastical Latin as compared with classical. At least you would have a 
sporting chance of getting to be able to handle the common form docu
ments. Eileen Gooder's Latin for Local History should be helpful to those 
already having some knowledge of Latin. 
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Archivists just cannot sit by you and read documents to you. The 
numbers of readers, and the constant arrears of work on records in the 
repository needed to make them at all accessible or even identifiable, make 
this sort of service impossible. Help with particularly puzzling passages is 
another matter. 

APPENDIX 
EPISCOPAL RECORDS 

Printed sources and related books 

I Lincoln Episcopal Records in print with material relating to the Archdeaconry 
of Leicester. 

Bishops' Registers, 
Bishop, with inclusive dates arranged chronologically. 

Hugh of Wells: 
1209- 35 
Robert Grosseteste : 
r235 - 53 
Richard Gravesend: 
1258-79 

Published Works. 

Rotuli Hugonis de Welles I, II, and III, Lincoln 
Record Society vols. 3, 6 and 9 (19r2 - 14). 

Rotuli Roberti Grosseteste Lincoln Record Society 
Vol. II (1914). 
Rotuli Ricardi Gravesend Lincoln Record Society 
vol. 20 (1925). 

The above relate mainly to institutions to benefices, some ordinations of 
vicarages and further miscellaneous entries. 
Oliver Sutton: 
1280-99 

Philip Repingdon : 
1405 - 19 

Thomas Cooper: 
1571 - 84 

Visitation Records 
William Atwater and 
John Langland 
r514 - 47 
Several bishops 
1576 - 1604 

Two volumes of his institutions etc. have been 
published relating to the Archdeaconries of Lincoln 
and Northampton. The Leicester volume will 
appear at some future date. 
Rolls and Registers of Bishop Oliver Sutton vols. 
III, IV, V and VI Memoranda, Lincoln Record 
Society vols. 48, 52, 60 and 64 (1954 - 69). 
Both Sutton's and Repingdon's Memoranda have 
selective entries concerning the acts of the bishops 
on a wid~ variety of topics. 
Register of Bishop Philip Repingdon, Vols. I and II, 
Memoranda. 
Lincoln Record Society vols. 57 and 58, (1963). 
Further volumes to appear. 

Lincoln Episcopal Records in the time of Thomas 
Cooper Lincoln Record Society vol. 2 (1912). 
Other types of record for T. Cooper's time than 
registers also used e.g. presentation deeds, resig
nation deeds, Libri Cieri. 
Visitations in the Diocese of Lincoln vols. I and 2 

Lincoln Record Society vols. 33 and 35 (1940 - 44). 

The State of the Church in the reigns of Elizabeth 
and 'fames I as illustrated by documents relating to 
the Diocese of Lincoln. 
Lincoln Record Society vol. 23 (1926). 
Mainly Libri Cieri but some other types of record. 
Although the words vol. I follow the title no further 
volume has in fact been issued. 
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Note: Many of these Lincoln Record Society volumes have introductions of much 
value in illustrating the nature of the records and the background of the times. 
Some of the above volumes are still available from the Secretary, Lincoln 
Record Society, c / o Lincolnshire Archives Office, The Castle, Lincoln. 

II Exce1pts from Lincoln Episcopal Records relating to Leicester archdeaconry 

Associated 
Architectural and 
Archaeological 
Societies' Reports and 
Papers vol. xxi pt. 2 
pp. 277 - 329 (1892) 
Ibid. , xxii pt. I 

pp. 109 - 50 (1893) 
Ibid, xxii pt. 2 

pp. 227 - 361 (1894) 

Ordinations of vicarages, selected licenses - for 
oratories etc. grants of indulgences, other misc
ellaneous visination records. 13th - 16th centuries. 

Visitation records. 

The Leicester portion of the Speculum of Diocese 
book I - compiled from Visitation returns mostly 
during the episcopate of Bishop Gibson, 1716 - 23 
and in his own hand. The introduction to the 
Lincoln portion of the volume, Speculum 
Dioceseos Lincolniensis Lincoln Record Society 
vol. 4 (1912) is fuller than the brief notes to the 
Leicester portion. 

The Leicester extracts are in some cases 
superseded by items in the Lincoln Record 
Society volumes, which have a more modern 
standard of editing. But not all are superseded 
including the Diocese book. 

There is a stock of some of the above parts in 
the possession of the Lincolnshire Architectural 
and Archaeological Society available from their 
librarian, The Castle, Lincoln. 

III Guides to Articles on the Lincoln Diocesan Records 

Recommended for general guidance to and background for the Records rather 
than specifically Leicester information. 

Kathleen Major Ha:ndlist of the Records of the Bishop of Lincoln 
and of the Archdeaconries of Lincoln and Stow. 
Obtainable from the Archivist, Lincolnshire, 
Archives Office, The Castle, Lincoln, where the 
stock is held. 

Lincolnshire Archives 
Committee 

e.g. 

Archivists' Reports 
Some of these contain sections on various types of 
diocesan records. 
No. I 1948 - 50 
No. 2 1950 - 51 

No.6 1954- 55 

No.9 1957- 58 

No. II 1959- 60 

No. 13 1961 - 62 

No. 15 1963 - 64 

pp. 38 - 47 various 
pp. 17 - 32 various, court books 
and papers. 
pp. 54 - 56, presentation deeds 
and ordination records 
pp. 50 - 51, Various including 

correspondence of Bishop Kaye 
pp. 52 - 53, Curates' nomina
tion and non-residence licences. 
pp. 52 : 60, Letters testimonial 
and dimissory. 
various, pp 26-38 
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No. 20 1968 - 69 pp. 45 - 54, various 
No. 22 1970-71 pp 64-78, benefice papers 

An index to Reports 1948-58 has been published. Copies of reports may be 
obtained from The Archivist, Lincolnshire Archives Office, The Castle, 
Lincoln. The I~dex to reports 1948 - 58 may similarly be obtained. 

C. W. Foster "The Lincoln Episcopal Registers" 

Kathleen Major 

Associated Architectural and Archaeological 
Societys' Reports and Papers vol, XLI pt. 2 (1933). 
"The Nature of Diocesan Records". 
Lines. Architectural and Archaeological Society's 
Reports and Papers vol. 2 pt. 2 (1939 - 40). 
"The Lincoln Diocesan Records" 
Transactions of the Royal Historical Society, xxii 
(1940). 
"Resignation Deeds of the Diocese of Lincoln" 
Bulletin of the Institute of Historical Research xix 
no. 56 (May, 1942). 
"Commonwealth Ordinations, Lincoln Diocese" 
Theology XL V no. 188 (Oct., 1942). 
"Fifteenth-Century Presentation Deeds in the 
Lincoln Diocesan Record Office" in Studies in 
Medieval History presentation to Sir Maurice 
Powicke (Oxford, 1948). 

IV Books on Latin, Palaeography and Chronology 

R. E. Latham Revised Medieval Word-List. British Academy 
(OUP, 1965). 

Eileen A. Gooder 

Charles Trice Martin 

L. C. Hector 

Hilda P. Grieve 

Adriano Cappelli 

Royal Historical 
Society 

Latin for Local History (Longmans, London, 1961). 
This gives some examples from ecclesiastical 
documents and is intended to be used in associa
tion with The Shorter Latin Primer, B. Kennedy 
(Longrnans, 193r). 
The Record Interpreter 
various editions - a dictionary of abbreviations and 
contractions in use in Medieval Latin and a glossary. 
The Handwriting of Eng!ish Documents (London, 
Edward Arnold 1958). Useful introduction and 
facsimilies with transcripts. 
Some Examples of English Handwriting (Essex 
County Council 1949) and subsequent editions. 
Facsimilies with transcripts. 
Dizionario di Abbreviature Latine ed ltaliane 
various editions. Supplements Trice Martin and is 
in special type to give an appearance of facsimile. 

Handbook of Dates for Students of English History 
(London, 1945). 

V Other books referred to in the paper 
A. Hamilton The Abbey of St. Mary of the Meadows, Leicester 
Thompson (Leics. Archaeological Soc., 1949). 

For lists of pre-reformation incumbents of some 
Leicestershire parishes 

A. B. Emden A Biographical Register of the University of 
Oxford, 3 vols. (Oxford, Clarendon Press, 
1957 - 59). 
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A. B. Emden 

Joseph Foster 

Joseph Foster 

A Biographical Register of the University of 
Cambridge (Cambridge University Press, r963). 

Alumni Oxonienses r500 - I7I4, 4 vols. (Oxford, 
I89I - 2). 
Alumni Oxonienses I7I5 - r886, 4 vols. (Oxford, 
!888). 

John and J. A. Venn Alumni Cantabrigienses to r75r, 4 vols. 
(Cambridge, r922 - 27). 

J. A. Venn Alumni Cantabrigienses r752 - r900, 6 vols. 
(Cambridge, r940 - 54). 

H. M. Colvin A Biographical Dictionary of English Architects 
r66o - z840 (London, r954). 

VI A general work on ecclesiastical records 

Dorothy M. Owen The Records of the Established Church in England 
excluding Parochial Records. British Records 
Assoc. Archives and the User, No. I (r970). 

NOTES 

1. Handlist of Records of Leicester Archdeaconry, Department of Archives, Leic
ester Museums and Art Gallery, I954 

2. Lincolnshire Archives Office, hereafter L.A.O., Consec. Leics. r5 
3. Register of Bishop Philip Repingdon vol. I p. I8I, Lincoln Record Society 

(hereafter L.R.S.) vol. 57 
4. ibid, p. I78 
5. L.A.O. Viv / 5 Jo. 23 
6. ibid. 
7. L.A.O. Fae. 9/73 
8. L.A.O. Petitions 25r/25 
9. L.A.O. Aston Flamville Terriers bundle, item for 1709 

10. L.A.O. Barkby Terriers bundle, item for r709 
u. L.A.0. Cor. B. 5/5/5/8 
12. L.A.O. Cor. B. 5/ 5/ 5/9 
13. L.A.O. Reg. 37 p. 6r 
14. Rotuli Hugonis de Welltls vol. 2, p. 305, L .R.S. vol. 6 
15. "Documents relating to Leicestershire, preserved in the Episcopal Registry at 

Lincoln", Associated Architectural Societies' Reports and Papers vol. XXII pp. 
227- 365 . 

16. Rotuli Hugonis 'de Welles vol. I p. 258, L.R.S. vol. 3 
17. L.A.O. Ben. II/2 and 4 
18. L.A.O. Reg. 1 fol. 284vo 
19. L.A.O. Reg. 4° p. 328 
20. See appendix 
21. L.A.O. N.R.L. 1805/20 
22. L.A.O. N.R.L. r8o8/5 
23. Rotuli Hugonis de Welles vol. 2, L.R.S. vol. 6, p. 305 
24. L.A.O. Humberston terriers bundle, item for r6r2 
25. L.A.O. Garthorpe terriers bundle, item for r82r 
26. L.A.O. M.G.A. I5 
27. L.A.O. VV/r3/25-7 
28. L.A.O. VV /r3/ro 
29. L.A.O. VV/13/24 
30. L.A.O. VV/r3/30 and VV/r4/4 
31. L.A.O. Gilmorton terriers bundle, item for 1821 
32. This paper was originally a talk given on .io October r965 in a series organised 

by Vaughan College, Leiceste,r, on the writing of parish church guides by the 
author, then archivist to the county and diocese of Lincoln. 
Information on hours .of opening and other facilities should be sought from 
the Archivist, Lincolnshire Archives Office, The Castle, Lincoln. 


